
Our Board and staff had a very busy year in 2015, working to fulfill 
our strategic goals to:

Grow our fundraising 
Grant to homeless-serving organizations and, 
Lead on solutions to homelessness.

We embarked on our first fundraising collaboration, partnering 
with Options Community Services Society on a capital campaign 
in Cloverdale to build a 16 bed shelter with an additional 12 
transition housing units. This will be a wonderful new asset for the 
community: a purpose-built facility that will provide shelter with 
dignity for those experiencing homelessness. The shelter is being 
named in honor of the late Bill Reid, former MLA for Surrey-White 
Rock-Cloverdale. Better known as “Mr. Surrey”, Reid was an early 
advocate for the opening of the existing shelter in Cloverdale, and 
supported the goal of a new purpose-built shelter on the site. 

Sincerely,

Councillor Judy Villeneuve 
Board Chair
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FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

2015 FINANCIAL STATEMENT
 
OPENING Market Value – Jan 1, 2015  $10,850,228
Investment Earnings        $298,924
Investment Growth  $389,588
Grants Disbursed    $562,709
Expenses $150,734

CLOSING Market Value – Dec 31, 2015 $10,852,298

2015 GRANTS 
$200,000    City of Surrey 

Winter Shelter

$20,000   Elizabeth Fry Society of Greater Vancouver 
Cornerstone Drop In Centre

$10,000   Elizabeth Fry Society of Greater Vancouver 
Capacity Building for Housing First

$50,000   Lookout Emergency Aid Society 
Crawford Manor - capital funding

$20,000   Options Community Services Society 
Mobile Housing Registry and Homelessness 
Prevention Van

$25,000   Pacific Community Resources Society 
Youth Outreach Housing Transition Worker

$5,500   Realistic Success Recovery Society 
The Next Step - Relapse Prevention 
Workshops

$20,000   Realistic Success Recovery Society  
Life Skills - capital project

$30,000   Social Planning Resarch Council BC 
Moving Forward Together: A Strategy to End 
Homelessness in Metro Vancouver

$16,000   Sources, on behalf of Surrey Homelessness 
and Housing Task Force 
Community Capacity Building to End 
Homelessness

In 2007, the City of Surrey allocated nine million dollars from the City’s 
Affordable Housing Reserve Fund to seed the Surrey Homelessness 
and Housing Fund.  This was a response to the emerging trend of 
homelessness and lack of affordable housing in the City of Surrey.

The Fund, held at Vancity Community Foundation on behalf of the Surrey 
Homelessness and Housing Society, is an endowment that grows over 
time, allowing the Society to provide more funding through our grants to 
homelessness and housing solutions.

DONATE ONLINE
SURREYHOMELESS.CA/GIVE

Gratitude TO OUR DONORS

CONTACT US
Surrey Homelessness & Housing Society

#810 - 815 West Hastings Street, 
Vancouver, BC, V6C 1B4

tel:  604.709.6912

email:  jen_mccaffrey@vancity.com

twitter:  @surreyhomeless

www:  surreyhomeless.ca

Help us lead the way home ~ Make a donation today

By giving to Surrey 
Homelessness & Housing 
Society, your dollars go where 
they can make the most impact

YOU CAN GIVE 
ONLINE, WRITE A 

CHEQUE, OR SET UP  
PRE-AUTHORIZED 

PAYMENTS
Nicholas & Jamie Lai receiving recognition for their donation

The SHHS board was pleased to granted over $400,000 in 2015 
to projects that will make a difference for those experiencing 
homelessness in Surrey. I am pleased to say this has been one 
of our biggest granting years, second only to our inaugural $1m 
grant in 2009. Funds have been distributed to 11 projects, 
adding over 50 bed units in Surrey for those who are homeless, 
as well as for projects to pilot new services and supports.

We acknowledge there is much more to be done and the 
challenges facing vulnerable individuals and families in Surrey 
are growing. For this reason we take seriously our third strategic 
goal, to lead on homelessness alleviation in Surrey. The Society 
board is exploring how we can have more impact and fulfill our 
vision that everyone in Surrey has a home. 

The Society also completed an operational review, and our board 
is confident our policies and procedures are in good order to fulfill 
our mission.

I would like to personally thank each of the Society Board 
Directors for contributing their time and expertise to this 
important work in our community.
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The Surrey Homelessness and Housing Society received a very special gift 
in 2015 from a long time donor. On retiring from the City of Surrey Planning 
department, our donors Nicholas and Jamie Lai made a generous gift in 
recognition of each of the 17 years Mr. Lai worked at the City of Surrey. 
SHHS Chair, Councillor Judy Villeneuve was personally grateful for this 
special gift as they have worked together as Council and City Staff for over 
a decade. We sincerely thank Mr. and Mrs. Lai for their confidence placed 
in the Society and their continued financial support.

 



 
CONNECT DAY
The Society participated at Surrey Connect Day, an annual 
event to connect those experiencing homelessness with 
services such as housing and income supports, hygiene kits, 
and meals. We were pleased to join Your City Sports owner 
Carolyn Colwell to hand out 600 pairs of socks. For every pair 
of custom socks ordered through Your City Sports, Carolyn 
donates a pair to a homeless serving organization in Surrey. 

 
HEROES OF THE HOMELESS
Bruce Kehler – Owner of Canex Building Supplies and a strong 
supporter of youth and low income families in Surrey, Mr. Kehler 
donated over $200,000 to Surrey-based organizations in 2015.

Kelly Bickerton, B&B Contracting – B&B Contracting was an 
important early supporter of the new Cloverdale Shelter project, 
providing a portion of the landfill as an in-kind donation. The 
housing site is subject to annual flooding and a significant volume 
of fill was required to prepare the site for the new facility. 

Carolyn Colwell, Your City Sports – Every day Your City Sports is 
helping in Surrey, donating a pair of socks to those experiencing 
homelessness for every pair of custom socks ordered. 

 
CITY OF SURREY WINTER 
SHELTER
The Society was pleased to provide a $200,000 grant for 
renovations to the old Dell Beer and Wine Store transforming it 
into a much needed winter shelter for Surrey. The new facility 
operates 24/7 and  provides 40 beds for men and women. Over 
the 2015/16 winter season, the shelter helped over 75 clients 
find permanent housing. The shelter was made possible by 
a partnership between the City of Surrey, which provided the 
land, and BC Housing which is funding the shelter operations. In 
the Spring of 2016, BC Housing confirmed additional operating 
funding until April 2017. 

For more on these stories  
and other news:  

www.surreyhomeless.ca

Help us lead them home

 
HOUSING FIRST 
COLLABORATIVE
The Surrey Housing First Collaborative is a homegrown 
success story of cooperation and impact in homelessness 
alleviation in Surrey. The Collaborative is made up of 
the Elizabeth Fry Society of Greater Vancouver, Lookout 
Emergency Aid Society, Options Community Services Society, 
and Sources Community Resources Society.

Together they take a Housing First approach to homelessness 
in Surrey. This means providing clients with immediate access 
to permanent housing and providing wrap around supports to 
help ensure clients’ long-term housing success. Since March 
2015, the Collaborative housed 101 people and provided wrap 
around services that help clients stay housed. SHHS provided 
a $10,000 grant to help the Collaborative build internal 
capacity to meet Housing Partnership Strategy (HPS) funding 
requirements, resulting in a $1.2 million HPS funding contract 
and seven additional housing outreach workers for Surrey.

2015
Highlights 

Our IMPACT
We’ve granted 
$2.8 Million  
to projects and initiatives in Surrey

WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE in the 
lives of people who are homeless 

or at risk of homelessness  
in Surrey.

GRANT
WE PARTNER WITH 

Surrey-based organizations 
and non-profits.

GROW 
WE PARTNER WITH  

donors  
to help them make  

the most impact with  
their donations.
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   SHELTERS

   RECOVERY HOMES

   YOUTH OUTREACH

   DROP-IN CENTERS

   COMMUNITY KITCHENS

  SCHOOLS

  FAMILIES

  COMMUNITY BASED BUSINESSES

  CORPORATIONS

  INDIVIDUALS

    CAPACITY BUILDING AND  
RESEARCH PROJECTS

    WOMEN’S TRANSITIONAL 
HOMES

   HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION

   HEALTHCARE INITIATIVES

LEAD 
WE PARTNER WITH  

the sector  
to develop policies and 
implement strategies  

that work.

    VANCITY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

    SURREY POVERTY REDUCTION 
COALITION

    REGIONAL STEERING COMMITTEE 
ON HOUSING

   CITY OF SURREY

   BC HOUSING

   GOVERNMENT OF CANADA

    CANADIAN ALLIANCE TO END 
HOMELESSNESS

Photo: Left to right - Vera La Franc, Kelly Bickerton,  
Carolyn Colwell, Judy Villeneuve, Sharon Kehler, Bruce Kehler


